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1. FACILITIES DEPARTMENT – SUMMER HELP 
 

If you have a high school graduate or college student that is interested in a summer job, please have 
them contact us at 260-446-0119 or kkoenig@eacs.k12.in.us. The job consists of assisting the 
various facilities departments with painting, mulching, weed eating, cleaning and other duties as 
assigned. Must be 18 years old with a clean driving record. The work schedule is typically Monday 
through Friday, eight (8) hours a day, but the schedule can vary. If you have questions please contact 
Chris Baker, Director of Facilities at ext. 2003. 
                Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 

2. ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum    
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #1 for specific 
elementary school information.  
                 Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 

3. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 
 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum         
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #2 for specific middle 
and high school information.      
                                                                                                                    Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 

4. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT YOUR WAY 
 

See Enclosure #3 to see information regarding the upcoming Region 8 professional development 
opportunities for teachers! 
           Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 
 
 

5. IDOE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

IDOE’s Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Wellness team provides schools a variety of professional 
development opportunities. Topics that can be covered include: educator wellness, Social and 

tel:2604460119


   

Emotional Learning 101 and 201, suicide prevention and much more. For more information, 
contact Christy Berger at the IDOE.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                        Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

6. CONGRESSIONAL ARTS COMPETITION  
 

Each spring, a nation-wide high school arts competition is sponsored by the Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The Congressional Art Competition is an opportunity to recognize and 
encourage the artistic talent in the nation, as well as in our Congressional District. 

The Congressional Art Competition is open to all high school students in our District. The winning 
artwork of our district's competition will be displayed for one year in the U.S. Capitol. The exhibit in 
Washington will include the winning artwork from all participating districts from around the country. 
The winning artwork is also featured on House.gov's Congressional Art Competition page.  Go to that 
page to find more information about the submissions process and rules.  

All submissions are due by Thursday, April 15, and participants should email their submission 
to RepBanks.Art@mail.house.gov.  
             Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

7. TECHNOLOGY NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #4 to read this week’s technology newsletter!                   
                                                Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 
 

8. REMINDER: SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING DAY 
 

See Enclosure #5 for details for the district-wide Social Emotional Learning Day scheduled for 
Friday, March 26, 2021! 
      Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124/Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 

9. CPR/AED TRAINING 
 

Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year. March classes 
will be held in the Heritage area, April classes will be held in the Harding area and May classes will be 
held in the Leo area. All classes will start at 4:15 PM, class size is limited and requires pre-
registration. If you need this certification for your license renewal, email or call (ext. 7008) Abby 
Koroncevicius, Health Services Coordinator. 

March – April – May 2021 Class Schedule 
March 16 (Tuesday HEHS) 
March 25 (Thursday HEHS) 
April 15 (Thursday PHJH) 
April 27 (Tuesday PHJH) 
May 6 (Thursday LEEL) 
May 18 (Tuesday HEHS) 
 

Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 
interested in or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 

 
 

mailto:cberger@doe.in.gov
https://www.house.gov/content/educate/art_competition/
mailto:RepBanks.Art@mail.house.gov


   

10. REMINDER: FRANCINE’S FRIENDS MOBILE MAMMAOGRAPHY UNIT   

Francine’s Friends Mobile Mammography Unit is returning to EACS! This is a wonderful and 
convenient service offered to EACS and to our community by Parkview Hospital and the Breast 
Diagnostic Center.  See Enclosure #6 for more details and the schedule. 
               Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 
                                                                                                         

Wash your Hands! Wear a Mask! 

Watch your Distance! 



March 19, 2021 

Be Positive with “Positive Post-It Day” 
 

We’ve heard about how important SEL is this year for many 

reasons. One of those reasons is because kids now, like al-

ways, still struggle to find their place in this world. Elementary 

teachers are known for filling their classroom with love and ex-

pressing that to their students.  Try this activity and give stu-

dents a chance to give back to those around them. Writing 

something positive about another person is good for both the 

giver and receiver. Just in case a student doesn’t receive one, 

have your own praise ready for your kids in class or work on a 

delivery method that is less obvious. Stress that the importance 

of this activity isn’t to receive a post-it but to give one! 

  
 
 
 

EL students need concrete strategies to support them in accessing and processing content including differ-
entiated small group supports. Here are a few ideas to make it happen: 

 Use graphic organizers to scaffold learning.  

 Use differentiated sentence frames and stems to support ELs in constructing increasingly com-
plex sentences.  

 Use visuals and videos to support and deepen comprehension of academic language and con-
cepts.  

 Use breakout groups to create heterogeneous groups in which you can spend more of your virtual 
time supporting EL students with additional supports and scaffolds.  

 Use chat box for older students. It can help elevate voices and ideas from students who may not 
feel comfortable sharing orally; it can also serve as a formative assessment in terms of what stu-
dents are understanding and are able to produce in writing. 

Important Dates 
 

Spring Break 

Scantron 7 

ILEARN Window 

 

4/2-4/11 

4/12-4/23 

4/19-5/14 

What’s New in EDGE—“Excellence and Diversity in Gifted Education” 

Are you a teacher looking to challenge your top students without making it just about “more”? High ability students don’t need 

more, they need different. Scholastic offers 10 ways to meet the needs of your advanced learners-and help the rest of your class 

too! Not all 10 will necessarily work for you. You can decide which strategies are the best match for your students’ needs and your 

teaching style. You can read the full descriptions by clicking on this link: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-

content/challenge-your-top-students/ 

 Allow Choice      Encourage Self-Assessment 

 Integrate Technology     Follow their Interest 

 Let Kids Work Together     Independent Projects 

 Accommodate Pace     Teach Creatively 

 Determine Prior Knowledge    Encourage Goal Setting 

A Few Ideas for Supporting Virtual English Language Learners 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/challenge-your-top-students/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/challenge-your-top-students/


A Few Ideas for Supporting Virtual 
English Learners

EL students need concrete 
strategies to support them in 
accessing and processing content, 
including differentiated small group 
supports.  Here are a few ideas to 
make it happen:

🌎 Use graphic organizers to 
scaffold learning.

🌎 Use differentiated sentence 
frames and stems to support ELs 
in constructing increasingly 
complex sentences. 

🌎 Use visuals and videos to 
support and deepen 
comprehension of academic 
language and concepts. 

🌎 Use breakout groups to create 
heterogeneous groups in which 
you can spend more of your 
virtual time supporting EL 
students with additional supports 
and scaffolds. 

🌎 Use chat box for older students. 
It can help elevate voices and 
ideas from students who may not 
feel comfortable sharing orally; it 
can also serve as a formative 
assessment in terms of what 
students are understanding and 
are able to produce in writing.

Identify Bullseye Answers
One way to help prepare your 
students for standardized testing 
is to teach them how to choose 
the best answer. Many times, 
students pick the first answer 
they read that sounds correct. 
Teach your students the bullseye 
answer choices so they can pick 
the most correct answer.

● Black ring answers are far 
from correct.

● Blue ring answers are often 
facts or details from the 
text, but they don’t answer 
the precise question being 
asked.

● Red ring answers might be 
mostly correct, but they 
are not the best possible 
answer for the question.

● Yellow Bullseye answers 
fully address the question 
asked and can be supported 
with evidence from the 
text. 

Once you have taught the students 
the process, you’ll want to model it 
for them. As you read the 
answers, do a think aloud so they 
can hear your thought process.
For more information on 
identifying bullseye answers and 
to download needed materials, go 
to Kristina Smekens website.

Secondary Curriculum
Connection                        March 19, 2021

What’s New In Edge
How can I challenge my high 
ability secondary students? 
Differentiation Strategies for 
Gifted and Talented Learners:
● Tiered Assignments:

Tiered assignments work well in 
skill areas where the student 
has not yet met the outcomes 
but can do so easily and 
requires additional challenge. 
● Extension activities: 

Many text books and teachers’ 
guides provide follow-up 0r 
extension activities as time 
allows. When gifted students 
finish early, these may be 
suitable ways for them to get 
the challenge and depth of 
understanding they require. 
Open-ended, real-world 
problems are excellent ways to 
extend students’ learning.
Interested in learning more? 
Check out the link below from 
Scholastic on more ways to 
“spice up” the learning for your 
EDGE students:
https://www.scholastic.com/te
achers/articles/teaching-conten
t/challenge-your-top-students/

Important Dates

NWEA Map 3: March 15-May 14

Bundle 7 Test: April 12-April 23 (Instructional)

ILEARN: April 19-May 14

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AbgF7gqkPpr13nGvoYirfshNYqz3GMhv/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615819465446000&usg=AOvVaw3Cyw___aPvZf704S2kcism
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.smekenseducation.com/identify-the-best-answers/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615819465512000&usg=AOvVaw0SIc2CTxEQCn7bJpFp59tk
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/challenge-your-top-students/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615819466086000&usg=AOvVaw0LESl7e_zeVm3401B1lfrR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/challenge-your-top-students/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615819466086000&usg=AOvVaw0LESl7e_zeVm3401B1lfrR
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/challenge-your-top-students/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1615819466086000&usg=AOvVaw0LESl7e_zeVm3401B1lfrR


 

March 

2021 

Self-Paced on Your Time… Asynchronous, and 7 or more Professional 

Growth Points… 

Free to all Educators… Plus Opportunities for Free Resources, Books, 

and Tools 

Sign Up as an Individual, a Team, a Department, or an Entire School 

Spend 7 hours anytime this 

Spring, even use Spring Break, to 

earn 7 PGP Points… and come 

away with new classroom ideas 

you can use in 2021! 

PBLblend – Experience the Project Based 

Learning Gold Standards and how to Blend 

them face to face and in e-learning 

Making Thinking Visible - Facilitate student 

metacognition in the classroom and e-learning 

with ideas from Harvard’s Project Zero 

Making phET Useful – Uncover STEM practice 

and dig deeper using free online simulations 

and related resources 

Hacking Writing in All Content Areas– Provide 

for writing in all content areas that facilitates 

creativity and digital audiences 

Sketchnoting: A Strategy for Significant 

Engagement 

Student Owned Inquiry: Quick, Easy, and 

Effective… Question Formulation Technique 

Design Thinking in Every Subject: Creativity 

and the Design Process 

It’s in the Bag: Transforming Maker/STEAM 

projects for Blended and e-learning 

.Environment. 

 

 

Welcome to a professional development program that provides 
educators with free, relevant, and productive resources, tools, and 
training with flexible time. Presently, there are four courses and 
educators can sign up for one, or all four. These courses are all self-
paced, online, and dates are built around each individual participant’s 
schedule. Designed to fit the needs of busy educators, one can start 
and continue courses anytime during the open period. Participants 
can select one course, or all of them.  
 
This exciting new program also provides professional development 
that will allow for a state DOE/district’s recertification requirements 
(example...Indiana PGPs), along with a Certificate of Completion to 
add to a portfolio. Take one course for 7 points, or multiple courses 
for even more points. After completing one course, educators can 
start another if they choose. Each point represents one hour of time 
spent in the course (in increments of 7 for each completed course).  
 
All courses are designed so that concepts learned, and resources 

introduced, can be applied the next day in any school setting. 

Participants will discover ways to support face to face, eLearning, and 

blended learning. Topics are current and cutting edge and facilitators 

represent years of experience across a wide range of school curricula 

and grade levels. This program, funded through the Olin B. and Desta 

Schwab Foundation, really has a unique way of putting educators first. 

Join us and become a member of an amazing Professional Learning 

Community (PLC)! 

Courses open now through the end of May.  

Participants may take one or all, starting and stopping as they 

wish based on their schedule. 

Register: (Click/ Type Below URL) 

https://tinyurl.com/makepdyourway 

Sign Up Now: Space Limited                

https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowConferenceNew.aspx?courseNum=1346&cId=97&pCId=0
https://www.solutionwhere.com/ww/Aspx/Public/Search/ShowConferenceNew.aspx?courseNum=1346&cId=97&pCId=0


EACS Technology Newsletter March 19, 2021

1. For all math teachers: Are you familiar with EquatIO? EquatIO is a free Chrome extension
that allows the user to easily create mathematical equations, formulas and quizzes. Users can
intuitively type or handwrite with no tricky math code to learn. EquatIO makes math digital,
helping teachers and students at all levels create math expressions quickly and easily.  Type or
handwrite virtually any mathematical expression directly on your keyboard or touchscreen. There’s
no need for any complicated code or programming languages. When you type ‘sq’, EquatIO knows
that you mean ‘square root’. And it listens, too. When you dictate a formula aloud, EquatIO is smart
enough to ignore ‘umms’, ‘errs’ and other unwanted non-math words.

2. For all teachers who use Apps other than Skyward to communicate to Parents: Have you
heard of Class Tag? ClassTag is a free parent-teacher communication platform that helps every
student succeed. Whether you're in the classroom, at home, or anywhere in between, ClassTag
makes it easy to connect and build an amazing classroom community all while  earning supplies and
goodies for the classroom for using the app. Class Tag also has an iOS app free in the App Store
here. Thanks to Krista Erexson for this one.

3. For all teachers of  writing, and especially ELand SpEd teachers:  Have you heard of
Rewordify? Rewordify.com is a website (there is no App) that helps with reading comprehension
and vocabulary development by simplifying English to a lower reading level. Rewordify lets users
reword a sentence or reword a paragraph. It will simplify English by reducing text complexity. It's a
dictionary alternative that will improve comprehension and teach vocabulary. It's an important part
of  reading instruction and vocabulary instruction for ESL students, people with reading disabilities,
people with a learning disability, or anyone who wants to improve reading skill.

4. For all Staff: More from the IDOE’s Cybersecurity for Education Toolkit: Use Antivirus
Software: One rather famous way of  malware spreading throughout a school is the use
of  infected removable drives. AsMicrosoft’s Windows Security noted, “many worms
spread by infecting removable drives such as USB flash drives or external hard drives.
The malware can be automatically installed when you connect the infected drive to your
PC. Some worms can also spread by infecting PCs connected to the same network.”
Working directly in the cloud is a better option, as long as the cloud is in its turn protected.

Fun Technology Fact: Polymer scientists Peining Chen and Huisheng Peng at Fudan University in
Shanghai have created a wearable interactive display made of  a flexible, breathable
electronic fabric, and can display simple maps and text messages, potentially for use in
future “smart clothing”. Researchers around the world are investigating electronic textiles
as the next step in wearable technology beyond smartphones and smartwatches, but
encounter problems with such wearable devices in that video displays are typically rigid
and bulky. Read more of  the article here.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/equatio-math-made-digital/hjngolefdpdnooamgdldlkjgmdcmcjnc?hl=en-US
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/equatio-math-made-digital/hjngolefdpdnooamgdldlkjgmdcmcjnc?hl=en-US
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/equatio-math-made-digital/hjngolefdpdnooamgdldlkjgmdcmcjnc?hl=en-US
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/equatio-math-made-digital/hjngolefdpdnooamgdldlkjgmdcmcjnc?hl=en-US
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/equatio-math-made-digital/hjngolefdpdnooamgdldlkjgmdcmcjnc?hl=en-US
https://home.classtag.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/classtag-class-communication/id1157953056
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/classtag-class-communication/id1157953056
https://rewordify.com/
https://rewordify.com/
https://rewordify.com/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/4466968/windows-10-how-malware-can-infect-your-pc
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/breakthrough-electronic-display-fabrics-pave-smart-clothing/story?id=76426075


SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
LEARNING DAY

E A S T  A L L E N  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L S  C E L E B R A T E S

International SEL Day, March 26, 2021

C O N T A C T  Y O U R  S E L  C O A C H  F O R   R E S O U R C E S !
H e a t h e r  H u n l e y  x  3 1 5 7 ;  M o l l y  B e r n a r d  x  3 1 5 6    

Social Emotional Learning is for

everyone.  Strengthening social

emotional skills ehances learning,

relationships, success and

acheivement across all areas of life.    

How will you celebrate?How will you celebrate?How will you celebrate?   



 
 
 
Francine's Friends Mobile Mammography Unit is returning to EACS.  This is a 
wonderful and convenient service offered to EACS and to our community by Parkview 
Hospital and the Breast Diagnostic Center. 
  
Parkview recommends women have an annual mammogram beginning at age 40. 
Women 35 and older, who are not experiencing any problems with their breasts, can get 
a screening mammogram on the coach. 
  
All participants must have a family physician as the screening report is sent to the 
physician.   
  
For participants that have insurance, their insurance company will be billed.  For those 
that have EACS Group Health Insurance, Mammograms will be considered as a wellness 
benefit, covered at 100%. Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card. 
 
NO ONE will be turned away for inability to pay.  Francine’s Friends has funding available 
and a donation toward the cost of the mammogram is welcome. 
  
 
2021 screening schedule:  

• January 28th (Thursday)- Paul Harding Junior High 
• February 17th (Wednesday)- Cedarville Elementary 
• February 19th (Friday) - Prince Chapman Academy 
• March 22nd (Monday)- Leo Jr/Sr High School 
• April 23rd (Friday)- Woodlan K-12 Campus 
• April 26th (Monday)- New Haven Jr/Sr High 
• May 11th (Tuesday)- Heritage K-12 Campus 

 
Appointments may be scheduled in by calling 
(260) 266-8120. 

tkelly
Cross-Out
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